
ITT & Hitler
� The CEO of International Telephone & Telegraph 
(ITT), Colonel Sosthenes Behn reportedly spoke 
with Adolf Hitler on the phone from New York City 
every week of World War II. Key companies that 
maintained the German telephone network were ITT 
subsidiaries at that time, and communications were 
obviously of strategic importance for Nazi Germany. 
Their subsidiaries produced vital supplies such 
as switchboards, telephones, teleprinters, aircraft 
intercoms, submarine and ship phones, electric 
buoys, alarm gongs, buoys, air raid warning devices, 
radar equipment, radio parts and 30,000 fuses per 
month for artillery shells used to kill allied troops.

� Numerous payments were made to Heinrich 
Himmler in the late 1930s and in World War II 
itself through I.T.T. German subsidiaries. The Þ rst 
meeting between Hitler and I.T.T. was reported 
in August 1933, when Sosthenes Behn and I.T.T. 
German representative Henry Manne met with 
Hitler in Berchesgaden. Subsequently, Behn made 
contact with the Secretary of State Keppler and, 
through Keppler�s inß uence, Nazi banker Baron 
Kurt von Schröder became the guardian of I.T.T. 
interests in Germany. Schröder acted as the conduit 
for I.T.T. money funnelled to Heinrich Himmler�s 
S.S. organization in 1944.

� ITT proÞ ted from the bombing of London and south-
east England as its German subsidiary Focke-Wulfe 
built the �FW 191 heavy bomber� and the �FW 190D 
Þ ghter bomber�. By 1943 13% of ITT�s income was 
generated from Nazi Germany.

� At the time of the Pearl Harbour attack in 1941, 
ITT�s investments in Nazi Germany totalled $30 
million. They continued to invest in and collaborate 
with Nazi Germany after the USA entered the war, 
in fact striking a deal with Hitler ensuring that the 
Nazi government would not acquire ITT�s shares, 
but would be responsible for the administration of 
the shares. ITT literally went into partnership with the 
Nazi government in wartime.

� ITT later sued the American government, receiving 
$27 million for damage that had been inß icted on 
their German plants by Allied bombers, despite the 
fact that these factories were building Nazi military 
equipment to attack the allies during the war.

On 20th December 2007 EDO shareholders voted to approve the takeover of EDO Corp by ITT, 
the estimated value of the transaction was $1.7 billion. ITT have a long history of active support 
of fascism, recent attempts to re-brand their image have proved irrelevant in the face of their 
involvement in war-crimes and genocide throughout history, and which continues today...

EDO & ITT

ITT & Franco
� To protect the interests of its Spanish subsidiary the 
Compania Telefonica Nacional de Espana (CTNE), 
which held a monopoly over Spain�s telephone system, 
ITT actively supported fascist dictator General Franco�s 
rise to power while opposition to ITT�s presence and 
proÞ teering in Spain grew, even resulting in two bombs 
exploding at an ITT telephone facility in Madrid.

� Colonel Behn provided private phone links 
between the plotters at Madrid and Generals 
Francisco Franco and Emilio Mola in the provinces. 
Behn�s activities allowed the extremely effective 
coordination between the widely scattered rebel 
leaders in the early days of the uprising.

� CTNE technicians were also repairing damaged 
telephone equipment for Franco�s insurgents.

� The US government claimed neutrality in the 
Spanish civil war,but failed to prevent US companies 
like ITT Þ nancing and supporting Franco. It was this 
extra support which won Franco the war, and resulted 
in 36 years of fascist rule in Spain.

ITT & Pinochet
� In 1970 ITT tried to get the CIA to support 
Salvadore Allende�s right-wing opponent for the 
presidencey in Chile. ITT offered to pay the CIA 
$1million to prevent the Chilean Congress from 
conÞ rming Allende after he was elected. Allende 
was campaigning on a platform of expropriation of 
American businesses, including ITT.

� In October, 1971, President Salvador Allende 
of Chile, the Þ rst democratically elected socialist 
leader, nationalized ITT�s 70% interest in the Chilean 
Telephone Company (Chiltelco). ITT proposed an 18-
point action plan to the U.S. Government to strangle 
Chile�s economy, create panic among its population, 
and cause social disorder,so the Chilean armed 
forces would overthrow Allende.

� Three months later President Nixon created a 
special inter-agency group to implement ITT�s 
proposal, and the National Security Council�s 
Committee approved a plan to overthrow Allende. ITT 



directors John A. McCone, former head of the CIA, 
and Eugene R. Black, former head of the World Bank, 
were instrumental in getting the U.S. to approve ITT�s 
plan. Funding for the covert actions was channelled 
through the CIA, and the World Bank was one of the 
Þ rst Þ nancial institutions to cut off credit to Chile.

� Allende was killed in 1973 in the resultant military 
coup funded by ITT, who were rewarded with the 
return of its holdings under new leader Augusto 
Pinochet�s brutal dictatorship which saw thousands of 
Chileans tortured and murdered.

� Later in the decade charges of perjury were brought 
against ITT for having denied involvement in the 
CIA-backed military coup to US Congress. ITT public 
relations ofÞ cer Hal Hendrix pleaded guilty to lying 
under oath, but was Þ ned under $100 as a reward for 
cooperation in the larger perjury case against ITT.

� The perjury case against ITT was dropped in 1979 
on the grounds of �national security�, yet documents 
declassiÞ ed in 2000 showed ITT to be guilty of perjury 
regarding its involvement in Chilean politics.

Despite its attempted re-branding, only last year ITT 
were found guilty of breaking US arms control laws 
by exporting secret night vision technology to foreign 
military forces which led to the largest Þ ne in history 
for breach of export control law.

� ITT paid a total monetary penalty of $100 million, 
one of the largest penalties ever paid in a criminal 
case. ITT is also the Þ rst major defense contractor 
convicted of a criminal violation of the Arms Export 
Control Act.

� ITT pleaded guilty to, between March 2001 and 
August 2001, exporting defense-related technical 
data to the People�s Republic of China, Singapore, 
and the United Kingdom without having Þ rst obtained 
a license or written authorization from the U.S. 
Department of State. Including information about a 
laser counter measure known as a �light interference 
Þ lter� for military night vision goggle systems.

� They also pleaded guilty to charges that, between 
April 2000 and October 2004, ITT Corporation left 
out material facts from Arms Exports Required 
Reports making the reports misleading. ITT admitted 
being aware that it was violating its export licenses 
for night vision goggles and failing to stop the 
ongoing violations.

ITT continues its long history 
of involvement in corruption, 

fascism and war.
� ITT has recently grown to be one of the top 10 arms 
manufacturers for the US government, supplying 
arms used in Iraq and Afghanistan.

� It manufactures the Electronic Warfare AN/ALQ-172 
system for B-52 bombers and Special Operations C-
130 aircraft.

� It currently holds the Replacement Precision 
Approach Programme contract with the UK Ministry of 
Defence, and is trying to extend this until 2017.

� ITT supports and proÞ ts from the illegal occupation 
of Palestine, supplying military equipment for Israeli. 
It has also noted aquifers in the West Bank as �a hot 
spot� for its water privatization operations.

As long as ITT continue to manufacture 
weapons in our communities they will be 
resisted, you can pay them a visit at these 
locations around the country:

I T T UK ofÞ ce
Viables Industrial Estate, Jays Close, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, RG22 4BA, UK, Tel: (01256) 311750

I T T Cannon Switch Products
Viables Industrial Estate, Jays Close, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, RG22 4BA, UK. Tel: (01256) 311433 Fax: 
(01256) 332214

I T T Corporation Jabsco
Bingley Rd, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 0BU, UK, Tel: 
(01992) 450145 Fax: (01992) 467132

I T T Flygt Industrial Division
Private Road 1, Colwick Industrial Estate, 
Nottingham, NG4 2AN, UK, Tel: (01202) 632992 Fax: 
(01202) 631008

I T T Flygt Ltd
20 Abbotsinch Road, Central Region, Grangemouth, 
Stirlingshire, FK3 9UX,UK, Tel: (01324) 483132

I T T Flygt Ltd
Private Rd No.1, Colwick, Nottingham, NG4 2AN, UK, 
Tel: 0115-940 0111 Fax: 0115-940 0444

I T T Flygt Monitoring & Control Division
2 Dunlop Court, Deans Industrial Estate, Deans, 
Livingston, West Lothian,EH54 8SL, UK, Tel: (01506) 
401199 Fax: (01506) 464900

I T T Industries Goulds Pumps
Titan Ho 6, Calleda Pk, Aldermaston, RG7 8AA, UK, 
Tel: 0118-981 9686 Fax: 0118-981 7122

I T T Industries Lowara UK
Millwey Rise Industrial Estate, Axminster, Devon, 
EX13 5HU, UK, Tel: (01297) 630200 Fax: (01297) 
630270

I T T Industries
Viables Industrial Estate, Jays Close, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, RG22 4BA, UK, Tel: (01256) 311200 Fax: 
(01256) 323356

I T T Defence Ltd, Cannon Division
Viables Industrial Estate, Jays Close, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, RG22 4BA, UK


